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cMarin County Human Rights Commission 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Award 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
     

NOMINEE 
 

(Please print clearly or type.) 
 
XX  ADULT     
 
Name:    Pastor Paul Mowry    

Address:     c/o Sausalito Presbyterian Church, 112 Bulkley Ave. 

City/Zip Code:  Sausalito, Ca. 94965 

Phone: (Day)   415-332-3790   (Evening)   415-890-3144 

E-mail Address:  paul.r.mowry@gmail.com 
 
Present (or most recent) Employment:  Pastor, Sausalito Presbyterian Church  

Position:   Pastor of Sausalito Presbyterian Church for the past 5 years 
(relocated here from NYC) 
 

1. What makes your nominee an exceptional contributor to the advancement of 
human rights and social justice? 
 
After only 5 years in Sausalito, Paul has become known for both his advocacy 
for the homeless, LGBTQ community, in education, and interfaith cooperation, 
as well as for his daily, personal caring for those in need, from all walks of life 
and all economic situations. Paul is a rare person who walks in love ALL the 
time, offering persistent kindness, aiding people through life’s challenges, and 
helping the community one person at a time. He ‘walks the talk’, changing 
others along the way by example. 
 

• Advocate for the homeless and disadvantaged, both on the personal level 
by helping people in need one at a time, and also on the institutional level, 
by speaking and teaching publicly on the need for help and the 
importance of compassion 
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• Advocate for the LGBTQ community throughout his life, from chairing the 
Gay People’s Union as an undergraduate at NYU to becoming one of the 
first openly Gay and partnered ministers ordained by the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) after it was officially legalized 

• Advocate for education, especially among lower income, disadvantaged 
youth  

• Advocate for interfaith cooperation and understanding across all religions 
and beliefs  

 
2. Nominee’s community involvement (List affiliations, volunteer work and 
activities beyond the normal scope of his or her work) 
 

• Chaplain, Sausalito Police Dept for 2 years, where he offers counseling and 
support to the police force, victims and offenders, as well as the Sausalito 
community 

• Provides emotional support to the Volunteers in Public Safety (VIPS), 
Sausalito’s civilian volunteer group that assists the police department 

• Member Marin Interfaith Council  
• Led a revival of SPC’s celebration of the Seder meal for the community, 

with help from his Jewish partner of 30 years (and whose mother-in-law 
brought up 150 matzo balls and 15 gallons of chicken soup from LA) 

• Sponsor and participant in Sausalito’s free Wednesday Community Lunch 
for the homeless and local anchor-out community 

• Homeless advocate providing counseling as well as financial, medical, 
clothing, and housing assistance to the local homeless and anchor-out 
community; typical of Paul’s caring is taking hours to find a place for a 
homeless person to sleep in the middle of the night, getting people to the 
hospital, connecting them with estranged family, or even putting them up 
overnight at his house 

• Active member of the Redwoods Presbytery, the regional body of the 
national Presbyterian Church 

• Public speaker promoting interfaith dialogue and greater understanding 
• Past board member of PARITY (formerly Presbyterian Welcome), a 

national advocacy organization working for greater inclusion of LGBTQ in 
church leadership 

• When living in NYC, he and his partner founded the Free Randall Adams 
Campaign, a nationwide effort to free a Texas man sentenced to life in 
prison for a crime he didn’t commit. Adams was exonerated and freed. 
(His story is the subject of the film A Thin Blue Line.) 

• A certified mediator (a skill that comes naturally to him). In NYC, he 
mediated child custody and visitation cases for the Manhattan Family 
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Court. He also worked in several troubled Bronx middle schools to setup 
peer mediation programs. Also trained mediators, teachers, and other 
professionals in mediation, conflict resolution, and diversity awareness. 

 
3. Please describe the lasting and positive impact of your nominee’s 
contributions and who has been affected by his or her efforts. 
 
There are many examples where he has provided a voice for those who would 
otherwise be unrepresented and where he extends humanity and respect to 
those not accustomed to receiving it. He has helped homeless and anchor-out 
community members sort through emotional, legal and basic survival challenges.  
He has been a face and a voice for compassion in dealing with issues that 
impact homeless and anchor-out communities.  Scores of people have been 
helped through difficult periods, finding resource and comfort from him. He has 
helped people repair or replace their boats (homes to the anchor-out 
community), interface with businesses and government agencies, etc. – 
anything he can do to ease the burdens of their daily life. 
 
It comes naturally to Paul, raised in a home where his father marched in Selma, 
his mother was an early “AIDS buddy” and PFLAG member, and there was 
always someone in need, sleeping on their couch. 
 
But, another important impact is winning people over to greater compassion 
through his steady kindness. A good example is with a clergy colleague who was 
vociferously anti-gay, speaking out publicly against the ordination of LGBTQ 
people and protesting marriage equality. Paul resisted the advice to “steer 
clear” of this person and instead slowly but steadily built a relationship with the 
person, through working together with respect and showing real personal 
concern. 
 
After three years, this other clergy person sent Paul an email out of the blue, 
subject line: Thank You.  It read, in part: 
 

“You’ve been on my heart a lot lately and I have lots I want to say to you. 
The most important thing I want to say is thank you. Thank you for your 
friendship and encouragement. You have always been so loving and caring 
towards me. You have always made me feel welcome and lifted up. I want 
you to know that I notice and treasure these things and our friendship. So… 
thank you! 
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“I also want to say thank you for helping me to learn…Your life, friendship, 
openness, leadership, and wisdom have all taught me the true heart of God. 
My guess is that you are pretty tired of blazing the trail on [the Gay] issue. I 
am sorry you have had to blaze the trail in my heart in some ways. But again, 
I thank you, not only for being the vessel through which God has opened my 
heart and eyes but for the example you are for all who meet you. I am 
honored to be a colleague of yours, and hopefully a friend…your leadership 
has encouraged me to speak my mind on this topic.” 

 
Many good progressive people had written this minister off and told Paul to do 
the same. But, Paul believes that building relationships across ideological 
borders is a key issue in this century and so he never stops trying to do just 
that. When he arrived, this other pastor was famous for always speaking against 
anything Gay; now she speaks up on freedom’s side. 
 
4. Please describe any obstacles your nominee had to overcome, any unusual 
perseverance, commitment or risks taken that have advanced human rights or 
social justice. 
 
Obstacle: First just the difficulty of growing up gay when it was not accepted, 
and second his difficult path to ordination as a minister in the PCUSA when 
LGBTQ people were barred from being ordained. He felt ‘called’ all his life but 
knew he wasn’t welcome. 
 
Perseverance: He tried many other paths but eventually felt compelled to 
attend seminary in his mid-40s. Although he might never be ordained, he felt 
this was what God had called him to do. When his class graduated, his 
classmates were all called to lead congregations. But, for 2 years his phone 
stayed silent. Eventually -  following the PCUSA’s acceptance of clergy from the 
LGTBQ community - Sausalito Presbyterian discovered his unusual broad-based 
skills and very large heart and called him to be its pastor. 
 
Advancing social justice: In January of 2012, six months after the Presbyterian 
denomination changed its constitution, he was ordained at Sausalito 
Presbyterian Church, becoming one of the first openly Gay Presbyterian pastors 
in the USA. There was extensive coverage in the news, including the Marin 
Independent Journal and the SF Chronicle. Said the Chronicle, “Overnight he 
became the new face of the Presbyterian Church,” and he has made it easier for 
others to follow in his path.  
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1. Stacie Gregory, Lt. Sausalito Police Dept., Office: 415-289-4188/Cell: 707-

363-7274  (SGregory@ci.sausalito.ca.us) Knows nominee through his chaplaincy 

to the SPD. 

2. Dr. Steven Fugaro, San Francisco MD (Home:  415-388-1715 Cell:  415-994-
6893 (sfugaro@mac.com ) Longtime congregant, Session Elder and Chair of 
Finance Committee, Sausalito Presbyterian Church. Nominee is his Pastor and 
friend. 
 
3. Thomas Theodores,  former Mayor and City Council member, Sausalito, 415-

997-8650 or 415-407-9778 (tt4366@gmail.com) Nominee is his neighbor and 

friend. 

 

PERSON MAKING NOMINATION 
 
Name:   Jean Patterson & Louise Forbush 

Address:  20 Willow Lane, Sausalito, Ca (Jean) 

City/Zip Code:  94965  

Phone:   415-272-2621 (Jean) or 415-332-0269 

E-Mail Address jeanmp@aol.com or louiseforbush@gmail.com 

 


