Sausalito Presbyterian Church
SPINN Newsletter

SEE EMAILED SPINN FOR MEETING LINK
The sanctuary is open every Sunday.
See below for safety protocols.

A GENTLE REMINDER...
WE APPRECIATE YOUR FINAL DONATION ON YOUR
2021 PLEDGE
Is there a busier month than December? Perhaps not. As we
close out this year, we thank you for taking the time to mail in
your final donation toward this current year's pledge. Because
we have mostly met online, we are experiencing a higher than
usual lag in receiving 2021 pledges. We hope to "close the books" on this year at the end of the
month. Your final pledge contribution will help tremendously.
If you are unsure of your current balance, please email sfugaro@mac.com

Thank you!

TONIGHT, December 15 at 7:30 PM
JOY & LIGHT - A HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
Live Streaming...
The Sausalito Players presents a holiday show of music,
poetry, and vignettes to celebrate the holiday season.
Performers this year include City Councilmember Melissa
Blaustein, Pastor Paul and Joe Silverman. They will each
read poetry and sing a song together with Joe DiBellis.
Attendance at the Sausalito Woman's Club is now at
capacity.

To watch the show LIVE online, CLICK HERE.

CHECK BELOW FOR "UPCOMING EVENTS" AND MORE SPC FUN THIS
WEEK!

THIS SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 19
CELEBRATION OF
PASTOR PAUL’S
TENTH ANNIVERSARY
AT SPC
Dear SPC Community,
Ten years ago this December our
church community welcomed a
wonderful new pastor. Rev. Paul
Mowry began with us a journey
of discovery and love, a spiritual
journey that has enriched our
lives and brought us ever closer
together. His sermons continually
inspire; his wonderful pastoral
leadership has touched all of us
and has made our Sausalito
community a better place.
On Sunday, December 19, at our 10 AM service, we will celebrate Paul’s tenth anniversary and the
legacy of his love and caring. This joyous service will be followed by a festive reception in Thomson
Hall.
We invite all of you, our community, to join us on December 19 as we thank Paul for being a great
pastor and sharing his many gifts with each of us. This will surely be a day and celebration to
remember!

The Gift of Mission at Christmas
Give the gift of a brighter future to children in
our own community of Marin City and
communities in Mexico, Ethiopia and South
Africa. Each of our mission projects have a
profound impact on the children they serve.
• Bridge the Gap College Prep, Marin City
• Children’s Aids Art Programme, South Africa
• Comunidad Loyola, Leon, Mexico
• Tangible Hope, Ethiopia
Children’s Aids Art Programme, South Africa
CAAP serves abandoned, abused, neglected or orphaned children, many of whom have been
affected by numerous diseases including HIV/AIDS, sickle cell anemia, fetal alcohol syndrome,
tuberculosis, and chronic lung disease.

The Power of Art
Through CAAP’s art therapy program, we tap into children’s natural love for
art by providing them with an environment that has an incredibly positive
effect on how they view themselves, and so far, we have reached over
2,500 children.

Thanks to the plentiful and generous donations of art supplies, our artists
need only focus on the creative and technical challenge of art and are not
limited by access to supplies.
CAAP brings healing, confidence, education, and motor/visual skills to these children. CAAP also
actively supports graduates of the program to move on to a higher education, with many now
attending universities.
In this past year we were able to fund our higher education program, tuition, books,
transportation to and from colleges, our staff salaries, clothing, much needed housing,
stove/range, microwave, floor heaters, and necessary furnishings.

Today, A new home for the Nsodi siblings! This time last year the search was
on for safe and stable housing for these siblings, who fled Angola during the
16-year Civil War. This year, CAAP and Mary Miyata were able to find a much
more secure and stable place for the Nsodi family of six adolescents to live,
which they moved into this past weekend. This residence, in contrast to their
previous one, is extremely well built and an apartment complex with multiple
rooms, closer to their work and colleges. Mary shares that “This was possibly
the most meaningful real estate transaction in my career, and it was crucial,
given the fact that half of these children suffer from sickle cell anemia and
were previously living in a detrimental environment.”
The Nsodi Siblings

Comunidad Loyola, Leon, Mexico
Extraordinary advocacy and support for abandoned children and
Indigenous Families
Casa Hogar: Here the goal is for the girls and boys to have a life in which they develop fully,
mentally and physically. There are 20 children living full time in the two houses and 20 more at
the Day Care house. In August there was a safe return to hybrid classes. This past trimester
several activities were held, such as elementary school graduation, birthday celebrations,
summer courses, yoga classes and jiu-jitsu practices, to develop physical dexterity, manage
emotions and celebrate the achievements of the kids.

Nenemi, School for Indigenous Children: During the month of August, Nenemi's teaching staff
participated in Project-Based Learning workshops, with the goal of integrating gender,
intercultural, human rights and identity strengthening approaches in educational activities. They
developed educational plans that so that children and adolescents’ cognitive skills, aptitudes and
knowledge develop in an integrated way.
Face to face classes resumed the end of August, when we welcomed 120 girls, boys and
adolescents, with health protocols in place to keep everyone safe.

Loyola Indigenous Center: With the arrival of the vaccination against COVID, some of the
families had difficulties accessing the vaccine, and so we worked to establish dialogues with the
Human Rights Prosecutor's Office and with the health jurisdiction, to find mechanisms that allow
each family to have access to it. We shared information with the families about the vaccine and
the importance of receiving it.

Na’Vali Camps : Every year, boys, girls and adolescents and laborers families
come to the agricultural fields to work in highly vulnerable conditions. The Loyola
Indigenous Center, in partnership with the University of Guanajuato, created a
nutritional program for the children in the fields. Through this and other
collaborations Na’Vali Camps provided clothing, food, and socio-educational and
recreational activities as well as medical care and assistance in person hygiene
care.

Bridge the Gap College Prep – Unity in the Community
26 Years of Commitment to Marin City Students
Bridge the Gap College Prep provides comprehensive educational and emotional support for
Marin City students with the goal that every Marin City student completes high school and
graduates from college. Our promise to our students and families is to support them every step
of the way from 1st grade to College graduation.
During the past year, we served 414 students - more than ever before in our
history! BTGCP opened our center as a learning hub for high school students, increased our K8 programs through virtual tutoring, and hosted our largest summer programs ever.
Summer in Marin City
Summer Scholars: BTGCP Big Buddies paired up with little readers at the Marin City Library for
a summer of reading, learning and playing with BTGCP teacher Miss Hope.
We also worked daily with 4 8th graders to support their growth in math, reading and science.

High School Credit Recovery Program: In partnership with Tam High, 19 students completed
31 classes. This program made a big difference for students who fell behind in credits due to
COVID and enabled them to stay on the pathway to graduation.

Vaccination Campaign in Marin City: BTGCP helped Play Marin, Marin Housing, and Marin
County Public Health staff vaccination stations in the community to support vaccinations in Marin
City.
K-8 Scholars program NOW ON CAMPUS!
The unification of the schools in the Sausalito Marin City School District gave us the opportunity to
greatly expand our services to more students, more often, and on-site at both the elementary and
middle school campuses. We will now be the academic service provider in the after-school hours for
the school district. Core focus areas are academic skill-building, with an emphasis on reading, math,
writing, and homework support.

Back in Action at Tam High School
Our high school program is back and safely meeting in person. Tam and BTGCP Teachers and
BTGCP tutors work together to give our students subject specific support as well as counseling
guidance to keep them on the path to college.

Tangible Hope, Ethiopia
Tangible Hope empowers and protects young girls living in poverty in rural Ethiopia by advancing
their rights through education, medical care and nutrition.

Small Steps, Big Differences
We have 140 girls, now!
The girls are thriving and studying hard. They well understand the opportunity they are being
given to lift themselves out of hunger, illiteracy and poverty and are looking forward to being able
to give back to their communities in the future. They now have hopes and dreams where there
were none.
Lily has met with the president of Ethiopia who shares her focus on education of girls as an
important goal for the country. Full cooperation of the Ethiopian government is important as we
move forward. Again, Tangible Hope has been chosen at the most effective NGO in the region
by the Ethiopian government.
Lily and we at Tangible Hope so appreciate your support of the girls as they learn and grow into
capable, empowered young women! Please take two minutes to see the latest video about
Tangible Hope. CLICK HERE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR CHILDREN,
around the corner and around the world!

The Girls and Teachers

"WE ARE LOOKING FOR A HOUSE TO RENT"
Our Pastor Emeritus, the Rev. George McLaird, and his lovely
wife, Linda, are downsizing. That entails selling their home in
Mill Valley and finding a place to rent, hopefully in Southern
Marin. They are looking for a two or three bedroom home
with a garage. If you know of such a place, please contact
them at 415-381-0971 or revmclaird@comcast.net
Thank you!

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING HUMOR... cat people know.

Thanks for the chuckle, Don Koc!

Thursday, December 16 at 4:00 PM
CHRISTMAS CAROLING IN DOWNTOWN SAUSALITO
We are all invited to join the merry Sausalito
Presbyterian Carolers (in the spirit of the legendary
TAVERNACLE CHOIR) as we lift up songs of the season,
songs of good cheer to neighbors and shoppers and
businesses in downtown Sausalito. This night has always
been a heartwarming time when strangers smile and join
in singing with us.

Friday, December 24 at 5:00 PM & 8:00 PM
CHRISTMAS EVE
Join us this year, gather in as close as you can, to celebrate
the meaning of the season -- Immanuel, God with us.
Both services will be on earth and in the cloud... (that is,
in the sanctuary and on Zoom)!

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1- Jill Fugaro
3- Mary Van Dyke
6- Sharon Mortenson
10-Julie Carlson, Linda Felt
11-Dee Harris
12-Shirley Latta, Hannah Kallweit, Christina Oldini
13-Kiera Lynn McGavin
14-Kevin Fugaro, Beverly Anderson
15-Nancy Hoffmann
18-Chris Webb
20-Carter Nestell
21-Marje Hokenstad
23-Bae Emilson
26-Nicole Will
27-Chenin Woodbury
28-Meagan Lovejoy

SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Our sanctuary is open and we will always be on Zoom! This is a transitional time for us and we
want to ensure the safety and comfort of this community moving forward. Here is what to expect,
whether attending church via Zoom or in the sanctuary:
If you join us on Zoom:
You will have the Order of Service emailed to you on Saturday.
There will be a Zoom host welcoming and greeting you as you log on. The prelude will be live
music from the sanctuary and will begin several minutes before 10:00 AM. Microphones will
be muted on Zoom around 9:55 AM.
You will see Pastor Paul at the lectern throughout the service.
Send your prayers to Alison Deal using the Zoom chat box as you do now.
In this earliest stage of return, we won’t be able to take your comments during the
Dialogue. However, we are working diligently to enable you to speak up and participate fully
in discussions.
We don’t anticipate using many videos during worship with the exception of the offering.

On Communion Sundays, we encourage you to have your own bread and wine or grape juice
for Pastor Paul to bless.
You will have the option to go into fellowship "Friendship" breakout rooms at the end of
service.
If you join us in person:
Parking will be available at the Alta Mira as before.
When you arrive at SPC, you will be welcomed by members of Session who will be asking you
to show proof of vaccination at the sanctuary doors. Please arrive a few minutes earlier and
be prepared with either (1) your government issued vaccine card, (2) a photo of your vaccine
card, or (3) a QR Code CA.gov (obtain here).Only those who have this documentation will
be allowed in the sanctuary. In the event that you forget, you are welcome to participate in
service via Zoom in Thompson Hall or from the patio directly in front of the church doors.
Please bring a mask; everyone will be required to wear a mask in the sanctuary.
You will find a printout of the Order of Service on the pew.
You will offer your prayers during service by standing and speaking; there will be no paper
collection.
During hymns, the masked congregation is encouraged to sing along.
During the offering, you can walk any donations to a collection plate located at the back of the
church or drop it off on your way out after the service.
On Communion Sundays, there will be individually packaged Communion elements on the
Communion table at the front of the church. People will be invited up, row by row, to pick up a
Communion packet. Please return to your seat and wait for Pastor Paul to lead the whole
congregation -- on Zoom and in person -- in taking the bread and sipping the wine or grape
juice. Both options will always be available and clearly marked on the table.
You will have the option to mingle with our community during Fellowship outside on the deck
with masks. There will be no food or drink available during Fellowship until a later date.
Remember these extra safety precautions are necessary, but temporary, as we transition back to inperson gatherings. We are monitoring the situation weekly and will move as quickly as the situation
allows us. We know that this community will rise to the occasion, as we have for the last two years.
We can't wait to see you -- in person!

Visit our website at sausalitopres.org
Church Office Hours
Tuesday - 1:30 PM - 5:30 PM
Wednesday - 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Thursday - 1:00 PM - 5:30 PM
Friday - 1:30 PM - 5:00 PM
Our email is sausalitopres@gmail.com
Our phone number is 415-332-3790
Have suggestions or a question regarding the website? Found a broken website link? We would
appreciate your input! Please email spcwebsitehelp@gmail.com
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